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Welcome to the 3th edition of the LIFE ECO-PULPLAST Newsletter!

Life Eco-pulplast

Local circolar economy by an innovative approach for recycling paper industry pulper 

waste into new plastic pallets.

The LIFE ECO-PULPLAST project aims at demonstrating the possibility to recycle pulper waste – the 

industrial waste of paper mills that use recovered paper – in the manufacturing of eco-sustainable plastic 

pallets. 

ECO-PULPLAST PROJECT UPDATE

Project activities continue according to plan. Most importantly, the prototype line is at its final stage of 

construction. That means that we will soon be able to test the technology and mould plastic pallets out of 

pulper waste!

The prototype line consists of an automatic machine to produce euro-pallets by injection moulding of thermoplastics 

materials, and includes a number of innovative solutions to process mixed plastics waste in presence of impurities, 

such as those composing paper mills’ pulper waste. The line is composed of an injection unit, a vertical press, a 

mould-holder, an upper extraction system and a PLC control unit.

Experimental activities and tests will be conducted on the prototype line and will allow to demonstrate at industrial 

scale the identified recycling technology in terms of pulper waste process workability, development of new plastic 

compounds and production of euro-pallets from waste mixed plastics.

Figures: injection moulding unit and euro-pallets mould
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NEWS

The New Plastics Economy Initiative launched its latest report on January 16th at the World Economic Forum annual 

meeting in Davos. The report ‘Catalysing actions’ provides a global action plan, endorsed by over 40 industry leaders, 

to move forward  70% reuse of plastic packaging, up from today’s recycling rate of 14%.

Download the full report
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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/New-Plastics-Economy_Catalysing-Action_13-1-17.pdf


POLICY NEWS

European Commission Strategy on plastics in circular economy

On January 26, 2017 the European Commission (EC) published the roadmap “Strategy on plastics in a circular 

economy.” Plastics is one of the five priority areas addressed in the EU Circular Economy Package which was adopted 

end of 2015.

The European Commission is seeking to improve the economics, quality and uptake of plastic recycling and reuse 

through its planned strategy for plastics in a circular economy. The roadmap identifies three main problems with 

plastics that need to be addressed, and proposes several solutions for each:

• High dependence on virgin fossil feedstock: more than 90% of plastics today are produced from fossil fuel 

feedstock and plastics production gives rise to approximately 400 million tonnes of GHG emissions per year 

(2012) globally.

• Low rate of recycling and reuse of plastics: the EU generated about 25 million tonnes of post-consumer plastic 

waste of which only 30% was recycled, while landfilling (31%) and incineration (39%) rates are very high. 

Moreover, the EU exports almost half of the plastics collected for recycling.
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• A large proportion of plastics end up as waste in the environment: the EC aims to reduce marine litter; develop a 

“clear sustainability framework for biodegradable plastics;” invest in educational programs. 

More information:

download the roadmap

--

European Parliament voted on plans to boost recycling rates

On March 14, the European Parliament voted on four directives concerning waste management, mainly waste from 

households and small firms, representing 8% of total waste. These plans are a first step towards creating a circular 

economy where products are designed in order to facilitate reuse. One of the key issues is how ambitious targets 

should be for recycling rates and limiting landfilling, which is probably the most harmful way of getting rid of waste.

The European Parliament opted to follow the ambitious lead set by Environment committee’s vote on the Circular 

Economy package in January this year. From the paper industry point of view, the most important outcome from this 

vote is that MEPs moved in favour of one single calculation method that enshrines real and comparable recycling rates 

both in and for Europe. 

More information:

Waste: boost recycling, cut landfilling and curb food waste, Parliament says
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http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/plan_2016_39_plastic_strategy_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170308IPR65671/waste-boost-recycling-cut-landfilling-and-curb-food-waste-parliament-says
http://www.cepi.org/press-release/envi-committee-vote-one-step-closer-towards-truly-circular-economy-and-europe


NEW ITALIAN REGULATION ON END OF WASTE CRITERIA

Since March 2, 2017 a new regulation on end of waste has entered into force in Italy. The decree, published by the 

Italian Environment Ministry, establishes criteria to facilitate the demonstration of the existence of the requirements for 

the qualification of production residues as by-products and not as waste.

The new regulation puts on the producers of industrial residues the responsibility to demonstrate that the residue 

satisfies all requirements to be considered as by-products, but defines procedures to facilitate and foster its recovery 

and recycling. 

More information
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http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2017/02/15/17G00023/sg


The European Commission published the first ever comprehensive overview of how EU environmental policies and 

laws are applied on the ground. It shows that environmental policies work but that there are big gaps in how these 

rules and policies are put into practice across Europe. The most pressing implementation gaps across EU Member 

States are found in the policy fields of waste management, nature and biodiversity, air quality, noise and water quality 

and management.

Country Report of Italy

download the document in English

download the document in Italian

Closure

That’s all for now, until next newsletter you can find further news and updates on the project 

website www.life-ecopulplast.eu and facebook page www.facebook.com/ecopulplast

You can also get in touch with us by writing to info@life-ecopulplast.eu
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